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30 Best Practices for Privileged Access Management (PAM)

Implement Least Privilege
Principle

Grant users only the minimum access
necessary to perform their tasks.

Enforce Strong Password

Policies

Require complex, unique passwords and
mandate regular password changes for
privileged accounts.

Monitor and Audit Privileged
Account Activity

Continuously log and review privileged
account usage to detect unusual or
unauthorized activities.

Segregate Privileged
Accounts

Use separate accounts for administrative tasks
and regular user activities to limit risks.

Implement Just-In-Time (JIT)
Privilege Access

Grant elevated access only when needed and
revoke it automatically after task completion.

Regularly Review and Decommission e

Unused Accounts @

Identify and disable dormant privileged
accounts to reduce attack surfaces.

Enable Real-Time Alerts

Set up real-time notifications for suspicious
activities involving privileged accounts.
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. Rotate Privileged Credentials

. Eliminate Hardcoded

Centralize Privileged Account
Management

Use a centralized PAM solution to manage
and monitor all privileged accounts.

Use Multi-Factor Authentication
(MFA)

Enforce MFA for all privileged accounts
to add an extra layer of security.

Regularly

Automate the rotation of privileged account
passwords to reduce exposure time.

Adopt Role-Based Access
Control (RBAC)

Assign privileges based on job roles rather
than individuals to streamline access
management.

Credentials

Replace hardcoded passwords in scripts,
applications, and configurations with secure
vaults.

Isolate Privileged Sessions

Use session isolation to prevent malware and
unauthorized access during privileged
activities.

14. Segment Networks \ O
Restrict access to sensitive systems by : /f
placing them in separate network s

Zzones.
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Conduct Periodic Access

Reviews

Regularly audit who has privileged access and
why, and make adjustments as necessary.

. Educate and Train Staff

Provide training on PAM policies, tools, and
the risks of mismanaging privileged access.

Utilize Behavioral Analytics

Employ tools that analyze user behavior to
detect anomalies in privileged access usage.

Enforce Session Recording for
High-Risk Accounts

Record privileged sessions to provide an audit

trail for sensitive operations and forensic analysis.

Secure Privileged Access for
Third-Party Vendors

Apply strict controls and monitoring for vendors
who require privileged access, including
temporary accounts and session monitoring.

Limit Shared Account Usage

Avoid shared accounts; instead, provide
individual credentials to ensure accountability.

Encrypt Communications for

Privileged Operations

Use encrypted communication protocols (e.g.,
SSH, TLS) to secure data during privileged
account interactions.

Use Granular Access Policies

Customize access policies based on factors such
as user location, device security, or task type.
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Implement Credential Vaulting

Store privileged credentials in an encrypted,
centralized vault to prevent unauthorized
access.

Apply Patching and Updates
Promptly

Keep PAM solutions, OS, and applications up
to date to mitigate vulnerabilities.

Plan for Incident Response

Develop and test an incident response plan
specifically for privileged account breaches.

Implement Time-Based Access
Restrictions

Restrict privileged account usage to specific times to
reduce the risk of unauthorized after-hours access.

Establish a PAM Governance

Framework

Define roles, responsibilities, and policies to
ensure consistent and compliant management of
privileged access.

Adopt Zero Trust Principles

Continuously verify access requests for privileged
accounts based on user identity, device, location,
and behavior.

Enforce Application Control

Limit the applications that privileged accounts can
execute to minimize misuse or accidental
changes.

Test and Validate PAM Tools
Regularly

Perform routine tests to ensure that PAM tools
and configurations are functioning correctly and
addressing all risks effectively.
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Implementing these 30 best practices for Privileged Access Management (PAM) will significantly enhance your organization’s security posture.

However, PAM is an evolving field, and new challenges emerge as technology advances. Did | miss any key best practices? If you have additional

insights or strategies that have worked for your organization, I’d love to hear them! Share your thoughts and help strengthen PAM security together.
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